
November 2, 2018

Notes from Mrs. Carpenter

NTI (NON-TRADITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL DAYS)
RDES NTI Learning Journals 

The NTI Learning Journals (Snow Day Journals) and Family Reference Guides (a 

resource to help families with program and login information) will be sent home 

with all students on Friday, November 16th.

The NTI Learning Journal will need to stay in a safe place at home in the event an NTI 

day is called; the journal will be returned to school the day students return and the 

color coded checklists should be completed. 

Journal Colors 

Yellow- First Grade

Orange- Second Grade

Red- Third Grade

Green- Fourth Grade

Blue- Fifth Grade

PEPPERMINT PATCH (12/10-12/14)
PTO is sponsoring a holiday shoppe where students are able to purchase 

inexpensive items for family members.  The items in the shop are $3.00 or less.

The PTO created the Peppermint Patch shop with the purpose of providing an 

opportunity for our children rather than seek to make a profit.  Students will shop 

during their music rotation that week.  PTO is in need of parent volunteers.

VETERAN’S DAY
On Friday, November 9th we have our Veteran’s Day assembly at 9am to honor all 

of those men and women that currently serve or have served in the armed forces.  

We encourage everyone to wear red, white, and blue!

5th GRADE MUSICAL
The fifth grade class will be performing Willy Wonka, Jr. on Friday, November 16th.  

The day performance will be at 1:15pm and the evening performance will be at 

6:30pm. 

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS
Our school raised $1,651.13 for Pennies for Patients. Thanks for supporting this 

charity!

SCHOOL REMIND TEXTS
If you are not receiving our school Remind texts, please text the code @rdes2018 to 

81010.

PTO
Next PTO Meeting: 

11/20 @3pm in the Library

BOX TOPS: Thank you for 

continuing to collect Box Tops for 

RDES. Continue to collect and 

turn in to your teacher all year! 

Every amount goes directly back 

to the teachers and RDES. 

CLASSROOM WINNERS: 

Mrs. Heister’s Class - Flower 

Power Cookie Party during Mums 

Sales

Mrs. Cox’s Class- Poppin’ Popcorn 

Party during Popcorn Sales

5th Grade Teachers- Best 

Costume at Fall Festival (Shark 

Week)

Important Dates
11/5- Cookie Dough & More 

Orders DUE

11/6- NO SCHOOL (Staff 
Development Day)

11/9- Veteran’s Day Assembly 
@9am

11/16- 5th Grade Musical 
@1:15pm & 6:30pm

11/21-11/23- NO SCHOOL 
(Thanksgiving Break)
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by Matthew Moore

When the United States was fighting World War I, it 
was discovered that a startling 25 percent of the country’s 
draftees were illiterate.  In response, members of the National 
Education Association (NEA) and the American Legion 
teamed up in an effort to raise public awareness of the 
importance of education.  American Education Week, first 
observed in 1921, was established to “inform the public of 
the accomplishments and needs of the public schools and to 
secure the cooperation and support of the public in meeting 
those needs,” emphasizing the importance of the public in 
public schools. 

During American Education Week, November 12-16, 
Americans nationwide will join the NEA in raising awareness 
about the need to provide every child with a quality public 
education.  Public schools are here for each and every student, 
no matter their circumstance, and we celebrate the fact that 
our schools welcome students of all backgrounds, abilities, 
and means.  Each and every one of our students deserves our 
support, resources, and the opportunity to learn to enable 
them to reach their best potential. 

Nearly a century has passed since American Education 
Week was established, and, perhaps now more than ever, 
high levels of community support and family involvement 
are essential ingredients for the ongoing success of students 
and schools.  From the time that the first American public 
school was authorized in 1643—nearly 150 years before 
the establishment of the United States—to current day, the 
importance of unifying communities in the effort to build 
great public schools has been at the forefront of the American 
educational system.  While the types of community support 
may have changed –we no longer have the need for farmers 
to supply wood for the school stove in the winter-we, as a 
community, are still called to become involved in our schools 
and we have a vested interest in our students’ academic 
achievement and lifelong success. 

One terrific way to support public education, while 
giving back to your community, and also getting something 
in return (a paycheck!) is to work as a substitute teacher.   
Substitute teaching provides the opportunity to meet new 
people, the freedom and flexibility to make your own 
schedule, and the gratification of knowing that you’re 
making a difference in students’ lives.  Whether you’re a 
parent of a young child or teen, a college student considering 
teaching as a profession, or a retiree, you may already 
qualify and not even know it!   If you have at least 64 
college semester hours from an accredited university and 
a minimum 2.45 GPA, you are eligible to join our team as 
a substitute.  If this sounds like a good fit for you, you can 
find the substitute employment application on the district 
website.  If you have questions or would like to learn more 
about substitute teaching in JCS, please contact Dr. Scott 
Wells at scott.wells@jessamine.kyschools.us or 885-4179.

For our families, know that research shows that the more 
involved you are with your child’s school and learning, 
the better your child will perform academically, socially, 
and emotionally.  To others in our community who are 
champions for education, thank you for all that you do to 
support our district and our students.  In Jessamine County, 
we have challenged ourselves and each other to personalize 
instruction and provide 
each JCS student with 
whatever is needed to 
be successful, now, and 
into the future.  Your 
contributions are critical 
and I invite you to join 
in our efforts, during 
American Education 
Week and beyond.  

Great Public Schools, a Basic Right
and Our Responsibility


